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BE NN, Mayor. 


An eſpecial Court held on the Fea} 
of St. Michael, the Arch- angel, 
(that is to ſay) Tueſday the 29th 
Day of September, 1747, and 
in the Twenty-firſt Year of the 
Reign of King GEORGE the Se- 

_ cond of Great-Britain, 8c. 


T4 4s ordered, that the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Reverend Mr. Sandi iford, 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, for his SER M ON preached this 
Day, before this Court and the Liveries of the 
ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Pariſh 
Church of St. Laurence  Fewry, before the 
Election of a Lord Mayor of this City for the 
Year enſuing, and that he be deſired to print 


the ſame. 


M A N. 


S E R M O N 


Preached before the 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
1 


LORD-M AVO R. 


T H. E 
ALDERMEN, and CIT IZ ENS of LONDON, 


AT TU 


Pariſh Church of St. LAUREN CE JEwRyY, 
On TUESDAY, Sept. 29, 1747, 


BEFORE THE 


ELECTION of a LORD-MAYOR 
For the YEAR enſuing. 


— —„— 


By ROLAND SANDIFORD, {\ 


Lecturer of St. Bartholomew near the Royal Exchange, and 
Chaplain to the Rt. Hon. the Lord-Mayor. 
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LEO N D: 0 N: 
Printed for G.STRAHAN, at the Golden-Ball in Cornhill. 
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PSALM cxxii. 6, 7. 


0 pray * the Peace of Jeruſalem: They ſhall proſ- 
pen, that love thee. 


Peace be within thy Walls: and Plenteouſ; eſs With- 


oF” 


171 : thy TWO 


HE Voice of Nature, as well as the 
concurring Teſtimonies of the rational 
Creation, loudly proclaim the Neceſſi- 
ty of Government: for which End So- 

cieties are incorporated; and particular Perſons are 
inveſted with ſuch Authority as may protect the 

Intereſt, and ſupport the Welfare, of the whole 
Community: Agreeable to this is the Occaſion of 
this preſent Aſſembly: The Appearance here, in 
this ſacred Place, is a plain Indication of your Sen- 
timents, as well as a Proof of your Approbation : 
and as here you have been call'd upon to pray for 

the Peace of our Feru/alem, ſo, no doubt, your 

Hands and Hearts will be united, and you 11 pro- 

ceed 


66 | 
ceed to ſhew your Love by uſing thoſe Means ne- 
ceſlary for its Proſperity, without which, vain will 
be your Prayers, ineffectual your Petitions, and 
fruitleſs your Interceſſions. As a City ſet upon an 
Hill, you cannot be hid; your Example diffuſes 
the moſt extenſive Influence, either tainting the 
Morals, or refining the Manners, of the whole 
Kingdom. As you are therefore conſpicuous, ſo 
be circumſpect, and rejoice the Hearts of your Fel- 
low-Citizens by electing ſuch a Guardian of your 
Liberties, as may continue Peace within your Walls, 
and ſtill promote Plenteouſneſs within your Habi- 
tations. Follow then the Royal Penman's Advice, 
and as his Exhortation is ſo very applicable to our 
preſent Purpoſe, ſo the Choice of theſe Words will 
require no Apology, but rather a more ample Con- 
ſideration: They are inſtructive in their Direc- 
tions, and of the utmoſt Importance in their Con- 
ſequence: A moſt eſſential Part of Duty they in- 
culcate, and point out human Means for temporal 
Felicity, Prayer to Almighty God, and Love to 
our Brethren: which Duties are attended with'the 
Bleſſings of Peace, Plenty, and Proſperity. 

As dependent Creatures, Prayer is a Service due 
to an Infinite and Almighty Creator, who has not 
only directed us, by poſitive Commands, to the 
Means; but encourag'd us to the Performanice by 
the moſt affectionate Exhortations. Without this 
Aſſiſtance 


\ 


1 


Aſſiſtance of Heaven we are unable even to help 
ourſelves; our Abilities are ſo weak, and our na- 
tural Diſpoſitions ſo deprav'd and corrupted, that 
God's ſpecial Grace, to prevent and aſſiſt us in our 
Undertakings, ſhould be ſought for, and his Al- 
mighty Aid and Protection. continually implor'd: 
being infinite in Power, He enjoys the Diſpoſal of 
all Things; and delighting in Mercy and loving 
Kindneſs, He has not only promis'd to grant what 
we pray for, but has fully anſwer'd the Prayers of 
his Servants. Even in ſuch Things as Nature could 
not accompliſh, his Almighty Power has been 
ſhewn ; and his Mercies ſo graciouſly diſpens'd, as 
far to exceed our Thoughts and Expectations. No 
Abilities, therefore, are wanting in Him to gratify 
our Requeſts, though oppos'd by the greateſt hu- 
man Endeavours ; neither is He backward in be- 
ſtowing, when ſincerely and faithfully aſk'd, hav- 
ing aſſur d us, that“ Al Things whatſoever we ſhall 
atk in Prayer, believing, we ſhall receive. Such a 
Recourſe to God is certainly one of the greateſt - 
Privileges of a Chriſtian, and a very ſtrong In- 
ducement to the Performance of this amiable Du- 
ty, ſo pleaſing to Almighty God, and fo profita- 
ble to ourſelves : + The fervent Prajer of a righte- 
ous Man, we are told, availeth much. And tho 
the crying Sins of a Nation may kindle God's 
Wrath, 


4 St. Matth. xxi. a + St. James v. 16. 


68) 

Wrath, ſo highly incenſe his divine Majeſty, as to 
render their Fetitions ineffectual ; yet the Righte- 
ous have always been his peculiar Care, and have 
been releas'd out of all their Diſtreſſes, miracu- 
louſly preſerv d in the Midſt of F lames, and en- 
compaſs'd with Deliverance even in the utmoſt 
Dangers. Pray ye, therefore, for our Feru/alem, 

* peradventure, 1 i there be but fifty righteous, the 
City may be ſaved. But then, though we are thus 
to rely upon God for Protection, though we are 
thus to caſt our Care upon Him, yet we have no 
Authority to fold our Arms in Idleneſs, or expect 
ſuch extraordinary Supplies without uſing our hu- 
man Endeavours ; though his Grace may ſupply 
our Defects, and his Almighty Arm ftrengthen our 
Weakneſs, ſtill this ought not to ſuperſede our At- 
tempts, or encourage a lazy Supineneſs : Let your 
Prayers therefore be ſeconded by your Actions, and 
as you have, in this facred Place, been addrefling 

ourſelves to the Throne of Grace; ſo, agreeable 
to the Pſalmiſt's Advice, ſhew your Love for this 
great Metropolis, by purſuing thoſe Means, that it 
may proſper, and hat Peace may be within its 
Walls, as well as Plenteouſneſs within its Habita- 
tions. And what can be of greater Service for this 
End, than that important Concern appointed as 
the Buſineſs of this Day, than electing ſuch a Ma- 


giſtrate 


* Geneſis xviii. 24. 


2 
giſtrate, who will be a faithful Guardian of your 
Liberties, and who will eſteem your Proſperity the 
greateſt Glory of his Services: //hen the Righte- 
ous are thus in Authority, the People will rejoice : 
when they rule, they will be glad. 

To ſpread, therefore, ſuch an univerſal Joy over 
our Feruſalem, to remind you of your preſent Hap- 
pineſs, as well as to excite ſuch a Thankfulneſs of 
Mind, as is due upon this Occaſion, I will point 
out the great Advantages ariſing from a faithful 
Magiſtrate, both to himſelf as well as to the 
People. 

A Zeal for Religion and Juſtice, a tender Re- 
gard for the Indigent and Oppreſſed, a Diligence 
in the Search after Truth, and Courage in the Ex- 
ecution of Judgment, are effential Qualifications to 
adorn the Chriſtian and to compleat the Magiſtrate : 
Cloath'd with theſe he becomes truly honourable, 
and cover'd with ſuch an Armour he ſtands us 
nerable, diſappointing the Aims, and blunting the 
Darts of the Envious and Malicious : His Integrity 
is his Safeguard, and the Innocency of his Heart 
emboldens him to render an Account of his Admi- 
niſtration, clearing his Conduct from even the Su- 
ſpicion of Injuſtice and Corruption, and challeng- 
ing his Enemies to accuſe him of Fraud, Oppre rele 
ſion or Bribery. A good Cauſe will thus produce 


a Firm- 


* Prov. xxix. 2. 
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a Firmneſs of Mind, and the Conſequence of ſu- 
ſtice will be F en a neceſſary Attendant of 
the magiſterial Office: For as one will guard him 
againſt Avarice, Partiality and Reſpect of Perſons ; 
will check his Paſſions, and prevent any particular 
Reſentments; ; ſo the other will make him deſpiſe 
the imperious Sollicitations of the Great, reſiſt ul 
Importunities of Friends, and be deaf to. the bitter 
Complaints of the Crafty and Deſigning : for tho 
Juſtice ſhould be temper'd with Prudence, and Se- 
verity ſoften'd with Gentleneſs and F orbearance, 
yet ſtill Equity ſhould by no Means be perverted 
by Compaſſion, ſuch a Tenderneſs to the Guilty 
being an Injury to the Innocent. The deplorable 
Criĩes of Offenders are dangerous Temptations; they 
greatly mollify human Nature, and inſenſibly gain 
upon a mild and humane Diſpoſition: But as the 
Merits of the Cauſe ſhould have the chief Regard, 
ſo ſuch Allurements ſhould be guarded againſt, and 
an inflexible Conſtancy of Mind ſhould I preſerv d. 
The ſupreme Judge of the Univerſe, from whom 
all Power is originally deriv'd, has diſcountenanc'd 
this unſeaſonable Compaſſion ; and that great Law- 
giver, who ſaid, * Thou fhalt not receive a Gift to 
blind thine Eyes, neither ſhalt thou accept the Per- 
ſon of the Mighty, hath particularly added, Thou 
ſhalt not Countenance a poor Man in his Cauſe. Thus 
Courage 


Exodus xxili. 3. 


( IT ) 

Courage is a maſterly Virtue: And as it is neceſ- 
ſary to reſiſt the unreaſonable Importunities of the 
guilty Miſerable, ſo it is requiſite to check the un- 
due Influences of the Great and Powerful; a Temp- 
tation likewiſe not only very difficult to be with- 
ſtood, but even intirely ſubverſive of Juſtice, A 
Temptation, if once comply'd with, attended by 
the moſt melancholy Conſequences to the Mind; 
within are Horrors, and without are Fears; conti- 
nually haunted with an inward Tormentor, the 
Upbraidings of a corrupted Conſcience, and enliſt- 
ed into a State of abject Slavery, waiting the Com- 
mands of the Great, and inheriting the Reproaches 
of the Good. Wien what comfortable Reflec- 
tions attend thoſe, who, with a diſintereſted Free- 
dom and publick Spirit, have purſu'd the Welfare 
and Proſperity of that Community, over which 
they have preſided: and who, diſdaining the Frowns 
of the Powerful, withſtanding the preſſing Inter- 
ceſſions of Friends and detecting the intriguing De- 
ſigns of the Crafty, have ſo impartially diſtributed 
Juſtice, as, with Samuel, to ſay, * Behold, here I 
am, witneſs againſt me before the Lord and before 
his Anointed, whoſe Ox or whoſe Aſs have I taken? 
whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppreſſed ? 
or of we” Hands have I received any Bribe ? 

B 2 But 


* 1 Sam. xii. 3. 


( 12, ) 

But, however, though this is Praiſe-worthy, and 
muſt reflect eke Comfort and Satisfaction, yet 
ſtill, to a Conſcience void of Offence towards Men, 
a righteous Magiſtrate does not confine himſelf; he 
extends his Thoughts and Endeavours to procure. 
one void of Offence towards God. Senſible he is, 
that there is a Duty owing to the great Creator of 
the Univerſe, and therefore demonſtrates his Zeal 
for the Honour and Glory of his heavenly Father 
by his own diligent Obſervance: of religious Duties, 
and- by univerſally promoting it in others. For 
which End, Vice and Immorality he diſcountenan- 
ces, Poe eng and Corruption of Manners he 
chaſtiſes, and Swearing and Blaſphemy he ſeverely 
puniſhes, as Crimes highly detrimental to the Pub- 
lick, and daring Inſults to the Almighty. Like 
Phineas, in the Time of common Danger, he not 
only executeth Judgment, but prayeth; exerting 
his Authority in the Vindication of God's Laws, 
and begging the Almighty's Bleſſing to proſper his 
Endcavours for the publick Good: Thus * he binds 
Fuſtice, Mercy, and Religion about his eck, writes 
them upon the Table of his Heart, and bode Favour 
and good Underſtanding in the Sight 5 God and 
Man. 

Such à Ruler, thus faithfully labouring in the 
Diſcharge of his Duty, is certainly worthy of double 

Honour, 
* Prov. iii, 37 4. 


(23 ) 
Honour, and deſervedly inherits the Bleſſings of 
the Poor, the Thanks of the Publick, and above 
all, the Enjoyment of a good Conſcience. A Con- 
{cience, that enables him to diſcharge the Duties 
of his Office with Chearfulneſs, and to dedicate his 
Time to the Service of his Country, always eaſy 
of Acceſs, and earneſt to redreſs the Grievances of 
the People. Judges, by the Appointment of Moſes, 
decided Controverſies in the Gates of their Cities, 
hereby emblematically directing, that there ſhould 
be no Impediment to Juſtice, but that all ſhould 
have free Recourſe to utter their Complaints and to 
obtain Redreſs. And, indeed, ſuch a Deportment 
is of no inconſiderable Importance to compleat the 
Character of a Magiſtrate; for by ſuch a courteous, 
open and affable Behaviour, the Affections of the 
People will be gain d, and the Opportunities of doing 
Good will be increas'd : But then, as Extreams arc 
dangerous, ſo the Dignity of the magiſterial Office 
{hould not be proſtituted for ſuch Popularity, nei- 
ther his Perſon render'd cheap by any unbecoming 
Condeſcenſions. And as the Laws of the Land are 
to be his Guide, fo it is impoſſible but that ſome Im- 
pediments may ariſe to fruſtrate his good and laud- 
able Deligns. Theſe are of human Inſtitution, 
and can neither foreſee nor provide againſt all Emer- 
gencies. Though made with the greateſt Delibe- 
ration, expreſs'd with the greateſt Clearneſs, and 
penn'd 


( T4 ) 

penn'd with the greateſt Caution, ſtill they will 
be imperfect, and liable to ſuch Evaſions as will 
ſlacken their Sinews and elude their Force. Tis 
only the Laws of God which are perfect, ſo exceed- 
ing broad as to comprehend all Caſes, and guard 
againſt all Inconveniencies. Deſtitute, therefore, 
is the Magiſtrate of the Means, though not of In- 
clination, and for the Security of himſelf is often 
oblig'd to leave thoſe Evils, that are out of his 
Reach, to the juſt Vengeance of him, who judgeth 

righteouſly. 
And this leads me to an Obſervation not unſuit- 
able to our preſent Purpoſe, ariſing from that Return 
of Duty eſſential to a grateful People: A Duty 
which both Reaſon and Equity demand, and which 
Chriſtianity abſolutely requires ; Human Laws are 
defective, and ſince they are to guide the Steps of 
the Magiſtrate, favourable Allowances ought to be 
made, and a candid Interpretation put upon his 
Words and Actions. A true chriſtian Diſpoſition 
ſtudies to be quiet, and is ſo very far from ſpreading 
diſhonourable Reflections, that it even avoids che- 
riſhing invidious Suſpicions: Nay, the Peace and 
Happineſs of the Community forbid ſuch opprobrious 
Infinuations, as highly detrimental to the Publick, 
and deſtructive to the Order and Harmony of So- 
ciety: For if they are indulg'd, no Dignity of Cha- 
racer, no Integrity of Life, no Condeſcenſion of 
Behaviour, 
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Behaviour, can protect the Innocent from the Slanders 
of a malicious Spirit. As you value your own Peace 
and Proſperity, as you regard the Welfare of the 
Community, give no Credit to idle Rumours, or be- 
come criminal by induſtriouſly propagating them 
to others. 

And as the Security of your Rights and Liberties, 
as the Bleſſings enjoy'd by this great Metropolis 
chiefly depend upon a prudent and wiſe Execution 
of your Laws, ſo general Acknowledgments ſhould 
be made to thoſe Righteous, that are in Authority, 
and the Burden of their Office lightened, not only 
by a chearful Obedience, but by a ready Aſſiſtance 
according, to your reſpective Stations and Capacities. 
The executive Power 1s certainly in the Magiſtrate; 
but then, as his Actions muſt be guided by Know- 
ledge, and as his Allotment of Puniſhment muſt 
depend upon plain and evident Conviction, fo tis 


the Duty of all to ſtrengthen the Hands of the Ma- 
giſtrate, and to contribute their Parts in ſuppreſſing 


Vice and Immorality : This will entitle them to the 
amiable Character of worthy Members of Society, 
will prevent any unreaſonable and groundleſs Com- 
plaints, and will excite ſuch a Regard and Reve- 


rence, as the Elevation of the magiſterial Office 


reaſonably demands. 
For the Duty of the Magiſtrate and the People 
is reciprocal, and therefore as the One conſcien- 
tiouſly 


4 — - RE” - — * — 
* 1 4 


tiouſly performs his Duty to God, diſcharges his 
important Truft with Fidelity and Diligence, free 
from any ſiniſter Views, unbiaſsd and uncorrupt : 
So the other ſhould ' humbly imitate ſuch a ſhining 
Example, ſhould be afraid of tranſgreſſing the Laws 
of God, and ſhould promote the ſame common 
Good, "eſther regarding the Perſons of evil Men, 
nor ſuffering the: Welfare of the Publick to be 
ſubſervient to private Intereſt, Happy then are 
ſuch a People; yea, bleſſed are they, who thus 
have the Lord for their God: And that this may 
be the Caſe of our Jeruſalem, let your Endeavours 
be exerted,” and'your Voices united; let your Pra- 
yers be ent, and your Petitions Socert, begging 
Almighty God ſo to direct your Lives and Actions, 
as a faithful and good Magiſtrate to govern, and to 
protect your Laws and Liberties, may neyer be 
wanting; and that you, by your' Behaviout may be 
worthy of that Protection: So will this City abound 
in Peace, Plenty and Proſperity in this World, and 
both Magiſtrates and People made eternally happy 
in the next: Which God of his infinite Mercy 
grant, thro' the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Saviour, 70 hom Vith the F ather, & Se. 
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